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Adopted Minutes 
Spanish Fork City Council Meeting 

September 15, 2009 
 
Elected Officials Present: Mayor Joe L Thomas, Councilmember’s G. Wayne 
Andersen, Steven M. Leifson, Jens P. Nielson, Richard M. Davis, Rod Dart 
 
Staff Present: Dave Oyler, City Manager; Seth Perrins, Assistant City Manager; 
Junior Baker, City Attorney; Dave Anderson, Community Development Director; 
Dale Robinson, Parks and Recreation Director; Kent Clark, Finance Director; 
Kimberly Robinson, City Recorder  
 
Citizens Present: Jordan Simmons, Madison Simmons, Nathan Anderson, Kathleen 
Anderson, Eric Anderson, Jen Allen, Michael K. McKell, Lewis Mattinson, Josh 
Illanes, Matt Barber, LeEarl Peck, Nathan Wheeler, Colton Redmond, Nathan 
Millington, Steve Maddox, Lew Bankhead, Lana Creer Harris 
 
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE: 
 
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Scouts Matt & Nathan Anderson led in the pledge of allegiance.  
 
Scout Recognition 
 
Mayor Thomas recognized Matt Anderson, Nathan Anderson, and their parents for 
achieving all 121 merit badges, this is the first time in the history of scouting that 
two twins have ever done that. He then presented an award of recognition. 
 
County Fair Presentation 
 
This item was moved to a future meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
There was no public comment given at this time. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Councilman Nielson reminded everyone that the Harvest Moon Hurrah is this 
Saturday and it will be free. There will be hayrides, storytelling, melodrama, 
dancing, juggling, Peter Breinholt will perform and there will be affordable food 
available as well. 
 
Councilman Davis appreciates the city employees and all that they do for Spanish 
Fork City. They work hard to make things great and wonderful for us. He thanked 
the newspapers for how much coverage they give and the great articles they print 
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about Spanish Fork City activities. He noted the Youth Council will be introduced 
next month. 
 
Councilman Andersen appreciates everyone participating in the Windfest and that 
helped make it a success. He added Saturdays running through October at the city 
office is a farmers market and he encourages everyone to attend.  
 
Councilman Dart thanked the city employees for all they do. He stated they 
appreciate everything they do for our city. 
 
Councilman Leifson commented his neighbors house caught on fire and when he 
went down there he was amazed at how fast the fire department arrived and took 
care of the problem, they also called in neighboring cities to help. He wanted to 
thank them for being there and the great work that they do. The family would also 
like to express their gratitude for all the help they have received.  
 
Mayor Thomas reported the feedback was good for the Windfest. He thanked all 
those that participated. He encourages all to support the local businesses. He 
thanked the fire department for their work on some incidents recently in his 
neighborhood.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to open the public hearing at 6:09 p.m. 
Councilman Dart Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor. 
 
Proposed Amendment to Title 15 Urban Village Commercial Zone 
  
Mr. Dave Anderson explained that this item was presented for approval so as to 
restore language in Title15 that was omitted when another amendment was 
approved earlier this year.  
 
This item was opened for public comment. 
 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 
Councilman Davis made a Motion to approve the Proposed Amendments to Title 15 
Urban Village. Councilman Andersen Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor.  
 
Proposed Amendment to Title 15 Preliminary Plat Review 
 
Mr. Junior Baker explained this ordinance proposes to eliminate the public hearing 
requirements for preliminary plat approval. He then gave some history about 
changes in the law regarding subdivisions. State law required public hearing when 
the Council was obligated to approve the plats anyway if it met the city standards. 
The law has changed recently, removing the public hearing requirement. Staff feels 
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the neighborhood meetings are very constructive and should remain in place, but 
there is no longer a need for public hearings. 
 
Matt Barber 
Mr. Barber commented the Council wears lots of hats, but from the citizens point of 
view they only see them as elected officials. He understands the concerns of having 
to listen to citizen’s voice their reasons and yet the Council is bound by the law. He 
is concerned about developers only meeting the letter of the law and holding 
neighborhood meetings at 3:00 in the afternoon at the city office. He hopes if they 
pass this they also make a commitment to look at some alternatives to how citizens 
can be more involved in the process.  
 
Mayor Thomas feels the public is less involved with government than it should be, he 
thinks anything that lessens the public involvement is a tragedy. He agrees that 
having citizens come speak on issues the Council does not have control over, and 
are bound by law to accept, is not good. There needs to be a requirement to hold the 
neighborhood meetings at appropriate times. He also noted information about 
webinar software available that could potentially open more dialogue with the 
public. He would like to see the City Planner and City Attorney present a proposal 
regarding this issue. 
 
Councilman Davis asked what the requirement is to hold a neighborhood meeting. 
 
Mr. Anderson said the requirement is to provide a notice to all property owners 
within 500 feet. The Staff often provide the information from the neighborhood 
meetings to the Planning Commission for their review.  
 
Councilman Dart asked if they could require a specific more available time for the 
meetings. 
 
Mr. Anderson agreed there should be a time convenient for those involved. 
 
Councilman Andersen is concerned that there is no Council or Staff in attendance at 
the meetings.  
 
Mr. Baker noted often times there are good changes that come out of the 
neighborhood meetings. He added that by not having Council or staff in attendance 
it makes the meeting more informal and people are not as afraid to voice their 
concerns. It also avoids the threat, if the plat meets all the standards, of claims of 
undue influence by council or staff. 
 
Councilman Nielson feels they should require a time convenient for those attending.  
 
The Council recommended staff bring back a proposal and some feedback regarding 
how they can enhance the citizen involvement.   
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Councilman Nielson made a Motion to adopt the Proposed Amendments to Title 15 
Preliminary Plat approval process. Councilman Davis Seconded and the motion 
Passed all in favor.  
 
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to close the public hearings at 6:32 p.m. 
Councilman Nielson Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor.  
 
CONSENT ITEMS: 
 

a. Minutes of Spanish Fork City Council Meeting – August 18, 2009 
b. State Division of Forestry Fire Suppression Contract 

 
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to approve the consent items. Councilman 
Davis Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Cancer Awareness 
 
Mayor Thomas read the proclamation regarding Child Cancer Awareness Week.  
 
Purchase of Property for Electric Substation 
 
Mr. Baker explained the Harris agreement deals with a piece of property purchased 
for a substation. He stated this agreement has been negotiated in executive session 
and because the city is operating with tax payers dollars they can protect their 
negotiations in a closed session. He stated the property was purchased and they are 
asking for ratification on this property purchase contract.  
 
Councilman Andersen stated they purchased enough property for a substation and 
in the future a satellite fire station.  
 
The total purchase price for the 9.72 acres is $657,094.74. The total due at closing 
is $328,292.10. The balance of $328,547.37 is due next July. It was noted that the 
City owes all the remaining Property Tax billed to the City and the Green Belt Tax 
Roll back. 
  
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to ratify the Harris property purchase.  
Councilman Nielson Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor. 
 
Bella Vista, Minimum Lot Size and Width Requirement Waiver Request  
 
Mr. Anderson stated what is not being requested by the applicant or that would vest 
the developer. He is at a point in time where he needs some formal feedback 
regarding his development. Both the Planning Commission and DRC recommend 
approval of this change. He then gave some history regarding the property being 
discussed tonight. He stated the property has had other projects proposed and 
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there have been plans submitted that have not worked in the past. He thanked the 
developer for working with staff on proposed development ideas for the property. 
Both the DRC and Planning Commission feel that potentially granting this waiver is 
recommended. He stated this will be the first time since his employment with the 
city that they have approved a project with a density lower than allowable. He 
explained the applicant could approve a project with duplexes without a waiver but 
staff feels that single family homes, done the right way, is more of the American 
dream home.  
 
Steve Maddox and partner Lew Bankhead 
Mr. Maddox stated they have spent hours at neighborhood meetings and working 
with the staff. He then gave a presentation regarding their proposal for the 
development.  
 
Councilman Davis stated they are approving 4,000 square foot lots, and feels they 
need to have the park finished.  
 
Mr. Maddox stated they would be willing to meet half way and asked for a 
concession regarding the park completion with the first phase. He explained they 
are asking for less density then they can have and hopes they can work together to 
address the concerns.  
 
Councilman Davis likes the concept and feels it is a great set of plans. He likes the 
idea of a single family home instead of a town home, but his concern is they are 
close together and are on smaller lots. He is also concerned about the park not 
getting completed. 
 
Mr. Maddox stated they are willing to work with staff regarding the park issue.  
 
Councilman Leifson appreciates the participation and willingness the developer has 
had to create a concept that will work best in Spanish Fork. He likes the concept 
and has no problem with what they are planning to do. 
 
Councilman Davis asked if the driveways would be changed. 
 
Mr. Bankhead stated they would approve the driveway locations but they have the 
ability to change the look of the home and not affect driveway location.  
 
Mayor Thomas noted he likes the concept of affordable housing for single family 
homes and he supports the project. He sees this as a great addition to the city.  
 
Councilman Nielson made a Motion to grant the waiver waiving the 6,000 ft lot 
requirement and minimum 50 ft frontage based on the superior design, to 4,000 ft 
minimum and a 40 ft frontage. The size requirements are based on the following 
findings: 
Findings 

1. That the project consists of single-family detached homes.  
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2. That utilities and driveways will be designed in an integrated fashion as part 
of the platting process. 

3. That the developer will be responsible to install all of the front yard 
landscaping. 

4. That the HOA will maintain landscaping, fencing, all common areas and front 
yards. 

5. That a three-acre park, meeting the City’s standard amenities, will be 
installed. 

6. That there will be masonry on the exterior of the homes. 
7. That there will be a planter strip on both sides of the road. 
8. That the streets will be built to City standards. 

Councilman Davis Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
Councilman Leifson made a Motion to adjourn. Councilman Andersen Seconded and 
the motion Passed all in favor at 7:18 p.m. 
 
ADOPTED: October 6, 2009     
             
      Kimberly Robinson, City Recorder 
 


