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Adopted Minutes 
Spanish Fork City Council Meeting 

August 19, 2008 
 
Elected Officials Present: Mayor Joe L Thomas, Councilmember’s G. Wayne Andersen, Jens P. 
Nielson, Rod Dart, Richard M. Davis, Steven M. Leifson 
 
Staff Present: Dave Oyler, City Manager; Seth Perrins, Assistant City Manager; Junior Baker, 
City Attorney; Richard Heap, Public Works Director; Kent Clark, Finance Director, Dale 
Robinson, Parks and Recreation Director; Elaine Hansen, Special Events; 
Kimberly Robinson, Recorder 
 
Citizens Present: Jan Levi, Cydney Nielsen, Kathi Nielsen, Rachel Nielsen, Rachel Nielsen, Phil 
Nielsen, John Jackson, Chris Sheriff, Lana Creer Harris, Richard V. Harris, Michael Davis, 
Adam Wakeland, Jen Allen, Pat Parkinson 
 
WORK SESSION (5:30 p.m.): 
 
Windmill Blade Discussion 
 
Mr. Baker explained the legal areas of the windmill blade. 
 
Discussion was made regarding the transport of the Blade and who’s property it is currently on. 
 
Councilman Davis feels they do not need it and that it will cost the citizens about $10,000, for 
the trailers, footings, etc. He would suggest we create something at the park that shows 
information regarding the project. He feels it will be a problem in the future, and the cost to 
move it will be too much about $8,000 - $10,000.  
 
Councilman Leifson knows the company that hauled the blades and asked how much it would 
cost if we were to move it. There is a special trailer and two cranes required at a cost of $8,000 - 
$10,000 to haul the blade. He feels maybe they will transport it for us since they will have to pay 
to haul it back where it came from.  
 
Mr. Baker stated they can add transportation costs into their donation. We need to know what we 
are going to do with it, and what is the cost involved.  
 
Councilman Dart said he asked around and with one exception they all thought it sounded like a 
good idea but he did not mention cost.  
 
Mr. Baker stated Councilman Leifson makes a good point the company will have to pay to 
transport it to where we want it put.  
 
Mayor Thomas feels it would be a great addition to the city, since we are the first wind farm 
within a city west of the Mississippi. He would like to see it in North Park when it gets put in, 
and feels it would be seen from the freeway. He thinks if we can get it gifted to us and even if 
they can’t get the transportation gifted it would still be worth the funds.  
 
Councilman Andersen feels there is a real opportunity with it because of the interest it would 
create to use it as an educational instrument. He feels they should add a plaque or statement 
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giving information regarding it. He feels it could end up being a positive thing, and if they do not 
have to do something with it immediately they should consider using it for our benefit. 
 
Councilman Nielson agrees with Councilman Andersen we need to find out how we would use it 
and see if the donor is willing to pay the cost to transport it.  
 
Mr. Baker stated this could be an opportunity for a contest in the community to see what they 
want to do with it.  
 
Councilman Leifson feels they should get input back from the citizens and see if the donor will 
pay the transport fee. He wants to know the cost involved and what they plan to do. He feels they 
should be sensitive to the citizens and need to make sure they are using the dollars wisely.  
 
Councilman Andersen stated the ability to use it as an icon at the park would cost less than the 
other ideas they have had. 
 
Mayor Thomas asked the papers to run some stories and stated they need to get the cost figured 
out.  
 
CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE: 
 
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order and led in the pledge at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Employee of the Quarter 
 
Mr. Perrins stated the employee of the quarter is Officer Phil Nielsen.  
 
Mr. Rosenbaum explained Phil was born and raised in Spanish Fork, they are fortunate to have 
him work for the city. He was the first full time drug officer for the community, and has worked 
hard and done a great job serving in that capacity. He is a great asset to the police department 
and the community, they are excited to see him get this recognition.  
 
Wind Power Proclamation 
 
Mayor Thomas read the Windmill Proclamation proclaiming Saturday September 6, 2008 as 
Windmill Day. 
 
Ms. Hansen explained on September 5th and 6th, 2008 they have brought in kite flying from all 
over the country they will have green booths and it will be a wonderful time for all involved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Pat Parkinson 
Ms. Parkinson explained she would like a response to their request given at the last meeting.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS: 
 
Councilman Dart reported the Senior’s have begun their membership drive and will go through 
this week, so if you are a senior citizen go pay your membership dues for the year. If you have 
not signed up for curbside recycling please do so.  
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Mr. Perrins stated they are almost ½ way there and asked that everyone get the word out to get 
people to sign up. He then gave information regarding how to sign up.  
 
Councilman Dart stated school starts tomorrow and asked that everyone slow down in the school 
zones. He noted the open house for the new police court building will be August 21, from 4:00-
6:00 p.m. 
 
Councilman Leifson participated in the Utah County Fair, hopefully it was a success and he 
reminded everyone that it will be here the next few years and asked everyone to support the 
County Fair. He also was able to participate in the annual alumni golf tournament and said 
Councilman Davis shot a hole in one.  
 
Councilman Davis reported he has had complaints about dogs barking. He spoke with Mark 
Byers and reviewed the ordinance on dogs. He noted if the dog barks for more than 20 minutes it 
is breaking the law. Most of the complainants will not sign anything because they do not want to 
cause problems. He is asking those that own dogs to please be a good neighbor and control your 
dog.  
 
Mr. Rosenbaum explained they can make contact when they receive an anonymous complaint 
and he encourages people to not be afraid to call if there is a problem. 
 
Councilman Andersen congratulated the chairman for the Utah County Fair and all they did to 
make it a success. He then shared some human interest stories that show why it is important to 
hold events like this in the area. These events bring out the best in people and one of the best 
things we ever did is create the special events coordinator positions to take care of the events in 
the community. He thanked all that helped with the event and they look forward to having it in 
the community. 
 
Mayor Thomas stated again everyone is welcome to the open house Thursday August 21, 2008, 
between 4:00-6:00. He also feels the County Fair was a success and stated that Councilman 
Andersen did a tremendous job getting the County Fair back to Spanish Fork.  
  
CONSENT ITEMS: 
 
Minutes of Spanish Fork City Council Meeting – August 5, 2008 
 
Councilman Leifson made a Motion to approve the consent items. Councilman Dart Seconded 
and the motion Passed all in favor.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Common Boundary Adjustment with Mapleton City 
 
Mr. Baker explained this item was on the last agenda and they ask that it be continued again. 
 
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to table the common boundary line adjustment until it 
gets put back on the agenda. Councilman Davis Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor. 
 
Old Mill Estates Preliminary Plat 
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Mr. Anderson explained over the last couple of years this project has been before the Council, it 
is again before the Council because UDOT will not give permission for access onto Arrowhead 
Trail. He stated they have been concerned Mill Road will have problems based on the traffic this 
project will generate. The Planning Commission wanted the second access to be constructed as 
part of their first phase. He noted with this amendment all of the design elements are still the 
same.  
 
Councilman Nielsen asked regarding water tables and the geotech reports. He asked why the city 
did not have something recorded stating the high water table area.  
 
Councilman Nielsen made a Motion to approve the Amended Preliminary Plat for Old Mill 
Estates subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the applicant construct improvements on Mill Road, from the development’s  
entrance to Arrowhead Trail, that would provide for 30 feet of asphalt. 
2. That the applicant construct an access through Academy Park to Del Monte Road up to 
city standards. 
3. That the Plat be modified to remove the proposed curb, gutter and additional asphalt on  
Arrowhead Trail. 

Councilman Davis Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor. 
 
Mr. Heap stated the bid opening was today for the police and fire department parking lot. He 
would like some direction from the Council on the asphalt they will be $20,000 over budget if 
they do concrete too. They would like to do the asphalt and then bring the concrete work later.  
 
Mayor Thomas stated they held a work session prior to the Council meeting regarding a 
windmill blade that could potentially be donated to the city. He noted whatever they do with it 
there will be a cost involved. They would like some input from the citizens.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Councilman Dart made a Motion to adjourn to executive session for potential litigation at 6:48 
p.m. Councilman Andersen Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor.  
 
Councilman Nielson made a Motion to adjourn to the work session. Councilman Leifson 
Seconded and the motion Passed all in favor at 7:30 p.m. 
 
WORK SESSION: 
 
Branding Discussion with North Star 
 
Councilman Andersen wants an image that is immediately recognizable as being Spanish Fork 
City. 
 
Councilman Nielson said there is a lot of history and perception by those around, and there are a 
lot of new people moving in from all over the country too. He asked how we can combine the 
two things. The city has better organization, focus, the people are nicer and it is more progressive 
than they thought it was going to be.  
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Councilman Leifson wants to make sure we get a return on our investment, and make sure 
whatever we do we keep that in mind, we don’t waste tax payer dollars. There is a lot of history 
and heritage and a lot of families that live here want to stay here, if they leave they want to come 
back here. There is a lot of deep roots, tradition, and pride in this city. We also have a great 
recreation program. 
 
Councilman Dart Agrees with everything said, he expects Spanish Fork to be a star in the county 
to be a town that other cities look up to, and that other businesses and industries look to us first.  
 
Councilman Davis agrees with all that has been said. This town, quality of life, and our heritage 
are wonderful. We are a large city with a small town atmosphere. We want to show that we have 
great areas for retail, industrial, airport, residential, and it is clean and safe to live in. This city is 
second to none in the county everyone looks up to us, our rates are lower and our property taxes 
are lower.  
 
Greg Fuson with North Star 
Mr. Fuson asked what the great assets of the city are. 
 
The people, streets, sidewalks, infrastructure, recreation, power system, location, airport, and the 
well run city management. 
 
Councilman Nielson explained they voted to approve this project because they want Spanish 
Fork to stay in the forefront and continue forward.  
 
They listed volunteerism as an asset as well.  
 
Mayor Thomas feels location is key and this is the start of Spanish Fork being the center for 
shopping in south county.  
 
They noted the recreation program stands out more than most others Nationwide.  
 
Some Weaknesses Are:  
Cultural arts get pushed to the side  
We are not as progressive as we should be such as the recycling program. 
We need to use the cable and internet more. 
We have an incomplete trail system. 
The growth of the city could be a negative. 
 
What does Spanish Fork need the most: 
Retail 
Restaurants etc.  
Better use of technology to communicate with the citizens. 
 
Councilman Nielson stated they hired the company to help give the Council a direction and 
focus. 
 
What distinguishes the businesses or doing business in the city: 
Location  
Electric rate 
Infrastructure 
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There is a need to get the public to know about the businesses in the city.  
 
Think about who the competitors to Spanish Fork are: 
-Springville 
-Payson 
-Salem 
-Spanish Fork 
 
Spanish Fork is: 
Dynamic 
Home 
Greatest Place to Live 
Something for everyone 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
Councilman Andersen made a Motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Leifson Seconded 
and the motion Passed all in favor at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
ADOPTED: September 2, 2008      
             
      Kimberly Robinson, City Recorder 


