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Adopted Minutes 
Spanish Fork City Council Meeting 

April 28, 2008 
 
Elected Officials Present: Councilmember’s Steven M. Leifson, Richard M. Davis, G. Wayne 
Andersen, Rod Dart 
 
Staff Present: Seth Perrins, Assistant City Manager; Junior Baker, City Attorney; Dave Oyler, 
City Manager; Dave Anderson, City Planner; Richard Heap, Public Works Director; Dale 
Robinson, Parks and Recreation Director; John Bowcut, IS Director; Assistant to congressman, 
congressman Cannon, Randy Johnson lobbyist, Troy Larsgard, Administrative Inter; Kent Clark, 
Finance Director; Kimberly Robinson, City Recorder 
 
Citizens Present: Lana Creer Harris, Martin Conover 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Councilman Andersen called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Congressman Cannon stated that lobbyists in Washington have doubled in the last few years due 
to more cities hiring them. It makes his job easier when the cities have lobbyists working for 
them.  
 
Councilman Andersen expressed appreciation to his office and the help they have given us in our 
projects. 
 
Mr. Heap explained there has been no maintenance done on the Spanish Fork River since 1983. 
They wanted to get more accurate maps of the flood plain and evaluate the channel as far as what 
the capacity is to see how the banks hold up. With the example of what happened in St. George 
as something we don’t want happening. They applied for a grant and also applied for some trail 
designs. Spanish Fork River Parkway is one, they received three different grants to evaluate the 
phases over the last few years. NRCS was impressed when they saw the cost of what Spanish 
Fork City can build the trails for. We have requests to develop in this area and are not going to 
allow development until we know it is safe. They have taken new contours for the area to tie into 
the FEMA map that already exists. He said NRCS has been great to work with. They thought 
they would be ahead of the curve making sure it will handle the water before it has to. The 
original grant was for $3.2 million applied to NRCS $35,000 we have received so far. The cost is 
$450,000 doing the FEMA work including aerials, bank evaluation trail design, there is $150,000 
to put armor on the river. The trail design will ultimately be what the final costs will be. After all 
that NEPA compliance will have to be done to ensure we meet all the requirements.  
 
Councilman Andersen said there will be a trail that loops to the fairgrounds all the way around 
and not just a walking trail but an equestrian trail as well. 
 
Mr. Johnson stated Mr. Bennett’s response was positive for the $150,000 to $200,000 applied for 
this year.  
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Congressman Cannon feels this is a marvelous project and some of the most beautiful area in 
Utah right now.  
Mr. Heap stated we still need to acquire 25-30 acres for the wetlands area, and will need to figure 
out another source of funding to purchase the land.  
 
Congressman Cannon said this will be one of the nicest areas in Utah County over the next 10, 
20, or 30 years. 
 
Mr. Oyler stated for those land owners that are looking at developing land in the river bottoms 
area we want to make sure there are no flood issues etc.  
 
Congressman Cannon feels this is a very nice project, he will help as much as they can on it. 
 
Discussion was made regarding the pipeline and Highway 6 up Spanish Fork Canyon, and also 
doing the road, both projects should be done at the same time. 
 
Councilman Andersen discussed the SUVMWA project. They have two studies completed for 
feasibility on a regional wastewater treatment plant facility. There are seven communities that 
opted in on the project. They completed the purchase of acreage next to the solid waste district 
property they were able to obtain funding through the state at a great interest rate. Depending on 
how the population continues to grow there will be a need to run pipelines throughout the 
communities into this facility. They would like to get this project known so as opportunities for 
funding present themselves they can take advantage of them. They are trying to get some of the 
infrastructure in the ground now while the cost of the pipe is not as expensive. On the property 
they purchased there is an area where a lot of the water can go through the wetlands to help treat 
it even more before it goes back into the lake.  
 
Mr. Heap said there is a lot of benefit adding the water back to the lake and letting the district get 
the credit for it. We can take water out of the pipe at the top instead of the bottom, it makes more 
sense than to pay to pump it back uphill.  
 
Mr. Baker stated we have a project that has been delayed, the North Park Project had a storm 
drain issue and has been subject to the extreme views the Army Core has taken. 
 
Congressman Cannon stated the Core has been on the bureaucratic war path and if anyone of the 
candidates get elected it will still be a problem. He feels it is amazing what projects are being 
held up because of the lack of engineers in this country. 
 
Mr. Heap stated we are pro wetlands but some of the requirements they require are not even 
usable wetlands.  
 
Congressman Cannon loves the idea of a regional sewer system. He appreciates the Council 
looking towards the future.  
 
Mr. Bowcut explained SFCN, and feels we have served our community well. The must carry 
requirements for our television have had a lot of complaints about those channels. We are 
required by FCC regulations to spend our money to put the channel on the air. We are sitting 
with this federal regulation that allows them to put borderline programming on our system. He 
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stated the must carry situation can get fundamentally worse with digital. We really need some 
help with the FCC because this does not serve our communities.  
 
Congressman Cannon said to get a consortium group together to create pressure on the FCC. The 
group can say that they do not want filth in their homes as a community and as a city owned 
system, they will help us get a change made.  
 
Mr. Bowcut said most are members of the national small cable association; they will get together 
and see if they can get some pressure from the NCTC. We are different because we support an 
ala carte version of cable television. We feel the customer should be allowed to pick and pay for 
the channels they want in their home and that the market will work. He also added that for an 
NCTC standard we are not considered a small or big system.   
 
Congressman Cannon said he had a conversation with the Comcast people because they hate the 
ala carte option and are very against it, partly because they own channels as well.  
 
Mr. Bowcut explained the programmers are not going to allow us contractually to offer ala carte 
options unless there is a federal law telling us we can do so. 
 
Mr. Bowcut said, we as a cable system, would really like to see the ability for ala carte and feel it 
will solve all the ills of the cable system as it is today. 
 
Congressman Cannon said they are with us and support this issue.  
 
Congressman Cannon suggests M2Z as one of the companies that have some technological 
breakthroughs we should look into.   
 
Councilman Andersen stated every time an election comes around transparency is an issue, he 
feels we are as transparent as we can be we broadcast meetings live. We also appreciate 
congressman Cannon coming and all that he does for us. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
Councilman Leifson made a Motion to adjourn. Councilman Dart Seconded and the motion 
Passed all in favor at 11:45 a.m. 
 
ADOPTED:  May 20, 2008          
      Kimberly Robinson, City Recorder 


