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Welcome to Clearsight the Spanish 
Fork Arts Council Quarterly Newslet-
ter—a publication designed to keep 
citizens informed about what’s hap-
pening each month in the cultural arts 
and events taking place in our commu-
nity; theatrical productions, concerts, 
exhibits, lectures, workshops, dances, 
plus special events. 

We want to hear from you!
Please feel free to submit informa-
tion that you feel would benefit the 
members of our community. We 
also want your input as to how the 
cultural arts experience can be im-
proved upon. If you would like to be a 
part of the process, contact us at one 
of the numbers listed in this publica-
tion. We always have room for good 
people with good ideas.

Audition Call
The Spanish Fork Arts Council enthusiasti-
cally announces the formation of the Nebo 
Philharmonic Orchestra, a new regional 
Symphony Orchestra, for the upcoming 
2006/2007 Concert Season. As a council 
we feel this orchestra is long overdue and 
that there will be a very favorable response 
throughout the region by those interested in 
participating as performers and as listeners.
	 The Nebo Philharmonic Orchestra is 
a full-size Symphony Orchestra.  Member-
ship is open to adult musicians—primarily 
in south Utah County (Springville to San-
taquin)—by audition. Auditions for stan-
dard orchestral instruments will be held 
(by appointment) on June 20, 21, 23, & 
24, 2006 at the High Chaparral, 475 South 
Main Street (Spanish Fork Fairgrounds) in 
Spanish Fork.
	 To schedule an audition, e-mail your 
contact information to calsenut2@msn.
com or contact Carolyn Sorensen at 801 
787-5376.
Call now to schedule an audition!
	 Additional information:
The audition is in three parts and is 
normally about 15 minutes in length.  The 
three parts consist of:

(1)	 Two prepared selections or excerpts of 
the performers choice.  These should  

 

be in contrasting styles and tempi, and 
should total no more than six minutes 
to perform;

(2)	 Scales (both major and minor)

(3)	 Sight-reading. This portion of the 
audition is a series of short exercises 
ranging in level from very easy to fairly 
difficult.

	 Rehearsals will be on Tuesday evenings 
during the concert season at the High 
Chaparral, 475 South Main Street (Spanish 
Fork Fairgrounds).  Rehearsal and perfor-
mance schedules for the 2006/2007 Season 
will be available at the auditions.  There is 
no tuition or fee for participation.
	 There will also be a Summer Concert 
Series that will incorporate high school age 
musicians into the orchestra during the 
summer months.
	 For more information, call or send 
an email to the number or address listed 
above. You can also call the city offices at 
798-5000, email: arts@sfcn.org, or send 
written inquiries to:

Nebo Philharmonic Orchestra
c/o Spanish Fork Arts Council
40 South Main Street
Spanish Fork, UT 84660

Nebo Philharmonic Orchestra Formed

Benjamin K. Winkler to Conduct Orchestra
Experienced & Talented Conductor 
& Composer Chosen to Lead New 
Regional Orchestra

Maestro Winkler brings over 25 years of 
international performing experience to his 
conducting.  He has extensive experience with 
both instrumental and choral groups, and has 
conducted in fourteen countries in South and 
Central America.  In Europe, he has conduct-

ed in Germany, 
France, and the 
Czech Republic, 
recording in 2000 
with the Mora-
vian Philhar-
monic.  He has 
been the Music 
Director of the 
Athenaeum Pops 

June 5–16 – Children’s Arts Festival. SFHS. 
Late registration is still available. Call Norma 
Nielsen at 798-9323.

June 17 (Saturday) 10 am –1 pm, SFHS. 
Beauty and the Beast Princess Party

June 20–24 – Auditions for the Nebo 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Held at the High 
Chaparral, Spanish Fork Fairgrounds. To sched-
ule an audition, please call or email Carolyn 
Sorensen, 787-5376; calsenut2@msn.com, or 
call the city offices, 798-5000.

June-September – Monthly Bluegrass Jam 
Session at the Fairgrounds

July 15–24 – Beauty & The Beast. Spanish 
Fork Community Theater

September 16 – The 2nd Annual Harvest 
Moon Hurrah. 3pm to Midnight at the Library 
Park in Spanish Fork (Center & Main Street)

Volunteer to Help With One of These Activi-
ties. The Arts Council welcomes anyone inter-
ested in volunteering to help with any of the 
events listed above to call our Volunteer Board 
Chairperson, Melanie Fillmore, at 794-1436 or 
send an email to: arts@ sfcn.org

u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s

(see Maestro on back)



Inspirational Thought:

	 For most of my life I have been exposed 
to and been a part of the arts. I am a better 
person because a loving mother wanted 
me to experience a world that would in-
spire me, teach me, and lift me to a better 
place.
	 All my life I have enjoyed the curtain 
going up and the stage coming alive with 
a myriad of characters,  the sound of the 
symphony, the beauty and knowledge 
found in museums and so much more.
	 I would invite all who read these words 
to experience what I have. Take time for 
the arts and discover a new world of fulfill-
ment and happiness.

—One who loves the arts

Art Education in Spanish Fork
Developing Arts-related Adult 
Education Programs in our 
Community

As mentioned in the last issue of Clearsight, 
one of the expanded goals within the mis-
sion of the Spanish Fork Arts Council is to: 
“Develop and maintain a strong educational 
program that provides high-quality instruc-
tion and training to the community in the 
major visual and performing arts disciplines 
as well as in the humanities.”
	 The Arts Council has been successful 
with the annual Children’s Arts Festival for 
many years. Our ongoing plan is to continue 
to improve and enlarge that program each 
year with more and better workshops, and to 
continue bringing in qualified and talented 
instructors.
	 In an effort to address a need in the 
community and with a strong sense of our 
mission, the Arts Council will be organizing 
an arts education program for adults that can 

equal the success and benefit of the Children’s 
Arts Festival. Late October or early November 
is a likely time frame for when this program 
will be initiated. 
	 The Arts Council would like your 
feedback to know what classes would fill the 
needs and garner the most interest and best 
attendance by adults in this community. 
Email your feedback to: arts@sfcn.org, or 
call 798-0792. Possible classes could include: 
watercolor, oil painting, printmaking, figure 
drawing, choral performance, dance, theater, 
creative writing, musical composition/song-
writing, bluegrass/folk music, arts & crafts, 
and art history. And that’s just a beginning 
list!	Also, if you are a qualified instructor in 
a specific area and are interested in teaching 
a class as part of this program, please call or 
email using the information above.
	 Please help us to enrich the quality of life 
in this community through ongoing art edu-
cation programs for all ages. We look forward 
to hearing from you!

Maestro (continued from front)

Spanish Fork Arts Council
Arts Council Executive Board:
Bjorn Pendleton – President
Meg Grierson – Vice President, Operations & Grants
Dana Robinson – Vice President, Public Relations
Jeanne Delaney – Secretary / Treasurer

General Board:
Joe Thomas – Mayor / City Council Representative
Karen Payne - Rotary President
Lana Creer-Harris – Editor, Spanish Fork Press
Char’Ree Reynolds – Art Education
Anna Murdock – Children’s Theatre
Tia Trimble – President, Community Theater Board
Melanie Fillmore – Dance Education
Jennie Creer-King – Dance, Mrs. Utah 2005
Kara Morris – Chamber of Commerce Liaison
Brent Bingham – V.P., Spanish Fork Regional Chorale
Janice Nielsen – Past Arts Council President
James Rees – Art Education / Grants 
Rich Harris – Photo Historian
Mary Jex – Consultant
John Hadlock – Theater & Performance

Affiliate Board:
Benjamin Winkler – Nebo Philharmonic Orchestra 
Rick Lunt – Spanish Fork High School Choral Director
Suanne Bowcut – Utah Valley Children’s Choir
Jessica Wilkinson – Institute of American Music

Volunteer Board:
Melanie Fillmore – Chair

Clearsight Editorial Board
Dana Robinson – Chief Editor
Lana Creer-Harris – Production Editor
Meg Grierson – Associate Editor
Bjorn Pendleton – Associate Editor, Layout Artist

The Arts Council wants to hear your 
ideas and feedback, and we want to be 
accessible to the community.

Want to volunteer? Call Melanie, 794-1436.

Donate time or money towards helping to 
build the Nebo Performing Arts & Humanities 
Center. Call Bjorn Pendleton, 798-0792.

Ideas/feedback? Email: arts@sfcn.org

Orchestra in Indianapolis, the Westminster 
Symphony in Denver, and has conducted 
professionally in five other states.
	 Since relocating to Utah in 2001, 
Maestro Winkler has appeared as a guest 
conductor for the American Fork Symphony, 
the Orchestra of Southern Utah in Cedar 
City, and the Salt Lake Symphonic Winds.  
He completed graduate studies in orchestral 
conducting at the University of Utah, where 
he was the conductor of the University of 
Utah Chamber Orchestra, and guest-con-
ducted other university ensembles, including 
the University Symphony and Philharmonia.  
He is currently the Music Director of the 
Riverton Metropolitan Orchestra.
	 Maestro Winkler is also an award-win-
ning composer and arranger.  In recent 

years, he has been a featured performer at 
the Composers Guild’s annual New Music 
concerts in Salt Lake City.  In addition to his 
work as a conductor, composer, and arrang-
er, he is a brass instrumentalist of consider-
able talent.
	 Maestro Winkler studied orchestral 
conducting with Stan DeRusha, Jorge Mester, 
and Robert Baldwin, and choral composition 
with James Mulholland.  Advanced studies in 
Bulgaria include the International Conduct-
ing Workshops, working with Carl St. Clair, 
Rossen Milanov, and Gustav Meier.  He has 
been a member of the Composers Guild since 
2000, and the Conductors Guild since 1994.
	 Maestro Winkler and his wife Beth met 
while living in Indianapolis.  They now re-
side in Provo, where they share nine children 
and a rapidly growing collection of grand-
children.

2nd Annual Harvest Moon Hurrah
The second annual Harvest Moon Hurrah 
will be on Saturday, September 16 this year. 
Mark your calendar right now! Volunteers are 
needed to help pull off this exciting event. 
	 As with last year’s event there will be din-
ner, children’s games, pony & hay rides, late 
night movie, a plethora of excellent entertain-

ment including the debut performance of the 
Nebo Philharmonic Orchestra, and so much 
more! If you’d like to participate as a per-
former or performing group, please contact 
Bjorn Pendleton right away at 798-0792 or 
arts@sfcn.org.
	 This is one event your family can’t miss!


